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Backcountry highway coming up? n January 24, 2018! The Tooth, the Whole Tooth, and Nothing But the Tooth! 
 

Forest Service to host information open house next Thursday about 
restoration (!) of the Ketchum/Featherville road in Camas County! 

 
 

 

s you may have noticed, FS Road 227 up north in 
the Fairfield Ranger District has gone missing in 
a number of spots due to debris flows in 2014 and 
2015 in the aftermath of the 2013 Kelly Fire, and 

in 2017, floods on Big Smoky Creek and the South Fork 
of the Boise River following the record snow pack in 
2016/2017. Remember that????? The yars of 
interruption of general traffic on FS 227 has cruelly 
impacted backcountry use for Camas residents and other 
users, shattering the popular dirt-road link between Big 
Smoky and the Baumgartner Campground area. This 
has effectively blocked camping, offroad access, 
emergency access and scenic travel in what has 
traditionally been primo recreational country in the 
river reaches below Big Smoky. Sob!!! 
 

o what are you doing a week from Thursday! On that 
glorious day, the USFS will hold a public meeting 
at the Senior Center (February 1, at 6 p.m.) at 
which all will be revealed about its plans (plans 

compounded in conjunction with its maintenance 
partner, Camas County) to restore this public land 
superhighway to its former functional glory! The crucial 
bits of the plan within Camas County includes some 
graceful and mature concessions to the Big 

Smoky/South Fork’s apparent determination to occupy 
the lowest part of the canyon, which water perversely 
tends to do.  
 

he Plan, Revealed! So the plan proposes the 
relocation of the traditional (washed away) roadbed 
uphill in two quarter-mile segments along the 
South Fork, around the 2014/15 debris flows east 

of Deadwood Creek  and west of Big Hole. And the 
other ambitious portion of the plan will relocate FS 227 
around the Big Smoky washouts west of Bowns 
Campground, by taking an adventurous bypass up 
toFleck Summit and thence winding south and west 
across the mountainside back to a giddy reunion with 
old FS 227 near the confluence! The Fleck Summit work 
would also include widening of 3.2 miles of road from 
Big Smoky to north of Fleck to handle the increased 
traffic on FS 227 to the summit.  
 
If you’d like to comment on the plan and the schedule, 
please attend the meeting or provide comments to the 
Fairfield Ranger District: email to comments-intermtn-
sawtooth-fairfield@fs.fed.us, mail or drop by the 
Fairfield District headquarters, or telephone Wildlife 
Biologist Dave Skinner at 764-3202! ❦ 
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At left is a detail from the map of the 
proposed Bowns Creek re-route! Wow! 
To inspect these two Forest Service 
maps in enhanced bigness, please see 
page 4! ❦ 



 

Employee training Saturday at Soldier Mountain! F  Free subscription! The.weekly.beaver@gmail.com! Or sign up through the website!

Help wanted! Camas County 
building maintenance!  
Contracted Maintenance and Cleaning Job 
Description! Courthouse and Annex!!!! 
• Perform light building maintenance to County 

Courthouse and Annex Building as needed. 
• Perform weekly light cleaning to County Courthouse 

and Annex Buildings 3-4 hours per week. 
• Consults with and advises County on Building 

repairs.  
• Recommends and Coordinates with Contractors for 

large repairs.  
• Must possess the ability to communicate effectively 

and work cooperatively with County employees, 
contractors, and general public. 

• Education: Graduate from high school or a GED, 
some experience in building repairs or a related field; 
or any equivalent combination of experience and 
training that provides the knowledge and abilities 
necessary to perform the work. 

• Must possess a current and valid Idaho Driver’s 
License. 

Please submit job proposals to Clerks Office at 501 Soldier 
Road/P.O. Box 430, Fairfield, Idaho 83327 
 

Ripped from Facebook! Snow? 

 

Passage: Naomi Rast Memorial 
Service Saturday at 2 p.m.! 

 
Naomi Rast – Photo thanks to Jeff Rast 

rom Jeff Rast! “As you may know, my mother, 
Naomi Rast, died on New Years Day. As she spent 
her last nine years in Nebraska near my brother 
and his 5 kids, we held a Memorial Celebration 

there last week. However, because she lived here for so 
long and knew so many people here, we will hold a 
Memorial Celebration service this Saturday, January 27 
at 2:00 p.m. at the Community Church.” ❦ 

 

Upcoming Musher Basketball!  
✭  High School Games!  

Home (Boys): Thursday, January 25, Community 
School, Boys 6 p.m. 

Home (JV): Monday, January 29, ISDB, Girls 4:30 p.m., 
Boys 6 p.m. 

Away: Tuesday, January 30, Hansen, Girls 6 p.m., Boys 
7:30 p.m. 

Away (Boys): Monday, February 5, Lighthouse, Boys 
7:30 p.m. 

Home (Boys): Friday, February 9, Glenns Ferry, Boys 
7:30 p.m. 
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Terry Lee strides into Idaho Weed Control Hall of Fame! 
A prominent and accomplished Grim Weeder of Idaho invasive species! 
 

erry Lee, Camas County Weed Supervisor, 
was named on January 17 to the Idaho Weed 
Control Hall of Fame during the 2018 Idaho 
Weed Conference in Boise. The selection was 

made by the board of the Idaho Weed Control 
Association.  
 

 
 

A Statewide Legacy! 
With 16 years of front-line service as Camas 
County’s Weed Supervisor, Lee has productively 
planted himself in the fertile soil of Idaho’s 
economically crucial noxious weed control effort. 
He currently serves in a number of statewide 
positions: 

E Chairman of the Idaho Association of Weed 
Control Supervisors 

E Vice President of the Idaho Weed Control 
Association 

E Representative on the Idaho Weed control 
Coordinating Committee 

 

Himself: a Member of a Native Species! 
Terry Lee’s non-invasive roots run deep in Camas 
Prairie soil! A Fairfield native and member of the 
widespread Lee genus of Camas humans, Lee is a 

1980 graduate and track athlete at Camas County 
High School, and to this day, holds the school 
record for the 1,600 meter and 3,200 meter runs. 
(That’s 1 mile and 2 miles.) He also occasionally 
plays the harmonica at community musical events! 
 
For Camas County, Lee manages a year-round 
program of planning and fieldwork of vegetation 
management on public and private acreage, both 
terrestrial and aquatic. The department’s annual 
budget tops $300,000 counting contracts with the 
BLM, USFS, Idaho agencies, and private owners, 
with most of the funding going for sophisticated 
weed control chemicals and biological agents.  
 

What the Plaque (at left) Says! 
To Terry Lee, Idaho Weed Hall of 
Fame 2017! In recognition of your 

efforts toward quality weed 
control in the State of Idaho! 
From the Idaho Weed Control 

Association! ❦ 

 

The Mission: Weed Control! 
According to the Board of County Commissioners, 
“the mission of Terry Lee and his crew is critical to 
the County’s services to citizens. Agriculture is the 
principal lifeline for economic survival of people in 
Camas County. There are perennial challenges to 
agricultural production here, in a high desert, high-
altitude farming community with limited water and 
a short growing season. Noxious weeds pose a 
lethal production challenge, and one that merits the 
full attention of Terry Lee and his capable crew.”  
 
This year’s Hall of Fame induction class also 
included another front-line weed warrior, Kim 
Ragotzkie of High Country RCD in eastern Idaho, 
as well as two Boise officials: ISDA director Celia 
Gould, and Senator Shawn Keogh of Sandpoint. 
The latter two, the board noted, have been 
conspicuous toilers in the metaphorically sweaty 
fields of the Idaho state capitol, digging up funding 
and support for state-managed weed control 
measures benefiting Idaho agriculture! 
Congratulations to all! ❦ 
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