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Back to Work, People! n January 22, A.D. 2020: The Tooth, the Whole Tooth, and Nothing But the Tooth! 
 

The Birth of the Cool! The Camas Library Foundation Tackles Climate Change! A/C! 
No sweat! The Camas Library Foundation recently received a $1,000 Rural Community Grant from Northwest 
Farm Credit Service. The money will be used to purchase air conditioning units for the Camas Library. Pictured 
are Jake Hollifield from NWFC Service and Library Foundation Chairman Ted Miller. ❦ 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Camas-linked CNN reporter wins hüge journalism prize! 
CNN’s Blake Ellis, along with her CNN colleague Melanie Hicken, have just been 
awarded the 15th Annual John Jay College/Harry Frank Guggenheim award for 
Excellence in Criminal Justice Reporting! Ellis and Hicken scooped up the award – 
the nation’s most prestigious award in justice journalism – for CNN’s “powerful 
expose of negligence by the largest private contractor of prison health care.” 

According to The Crime Report (thecrimereport.org), Ellis and Hicken won the desirable gong for their “year-
long investigation of the deficiencies in for-profit health care administered in the nation’s correctional facilities. 
Focusing on the nation’s largest private contractor of prison health services, they documented how doctors and 
nurses working for Correct Care Solutions (now Wellpath) repeatedly failed to diagnose and monitor chronic 
illnesses and life-threatening diseases as part of a pattern of negligence that in some cases led to inmate deaths.” 
To read their work, access the CNN link at thecrimereport.org!  
 
Blake Ellis, as it happens, is the daughter of Winston Ellis, pilot-about-town, Weekly Beaver Senior Aviation 
Correspondent and manager of the Fairfield International Airport. Blake Ellis has also contributed to the Weekly 
Beaver, providing a letter of thanks to the Soldier Mountain Ski Patrol and Camas EMTs and an accompanying 
x-ray of her humerus, broken in an accident on the ski hill, setting a level of journalistic professionalism that the 
Weekly Beaver has struggled to match ever since! Congratulations to Ellis and Hicken! ❦  



 

We Survived a Big Weekend on the Snow and Ice! F  Free subscription!  editor@theweeklybeaver.com Or www.theweeklybeaver.com!

Passage: Arlee Hupfer – Gentle kindness, easy laughter 
 

rlee Joyce Hupfer, 83, a longtime resident of 
Fairfield, Idaho on the Camas Prairie, 
passed away on January 6, 2020, at 

Fairwinds Assisted Living in Idaho Falls, Idaho. 
 

 
 
Arlee was born on February 29, 1936 in Yakima, 
Washington, to Royal and Lucille Robie. Arlee and 
her beloved siblings --Wesley, Dennis, and Barbara 
Ann -- were raised throughout Idaho and Nevada, 
due to their father’s employment in large road 
construction projects. Arlee attended and 
graduated from Inkom High School in 1954.  
 
Arlee married Lyle Hupfer on August 14, 1955 at the 
Salt Lake City Park. At that time, she also became a 
mother to Lyle's two young children, Vickie and 
Terry, ages 4 and 6. For a few years, Lyle worked 
on various road construction projects around 
Idaho, moving the family as needed. While living in 
Inkom, Idaho, Arlee and Lyle welcomed the birth 
of their daughter Tenna. ,The family settled on the 
Camas Prairie, Fairfield, Idaho in 1961. There, Lyle 

worked on Everett Coates' ranch on Willow Creek 
and Arlee went to work at the Market Basket in 
Fairfield. In 1966 the family moved into Fairfield 
where Arlee continued to work for Bill Stewart at 
the Market Basket and Corral Store. She later 
worked for Prairie Power, which became part of 
Idaho Power, and retired in 1997. Lyle passed away 
in 1996. 
 
Arlee fell in love with Derral Hupfer and they 
married in 1998. They spent their golden years 
together traveling and enjoying the family cabin on 
Emma Creek.  
 
Arlee was an active member of the Fairfield 
Community Church, American Legion Auxiliary, 
and the Rebekah's Lodge. Through the years she 
held several offices in these organizations. 
 

rlee touched the lives of many people with 
her gentle kindness and easy laughter; she 
was truly loved by so many other people 

besides her family. She will be greatly missed. 
 
Arlee is survived by: her son Terry (Robert) Hupfer 
of Santa Ana, California; three daughters, Vickie 
(Marvon) Chess of Blackfoot, Idaho, Tenna (Jay) 
Biggs of Swan Valley, Idaho and Janie (Todd) 
Johnson of Twin Falls, Idaho; one brother, Wesley 
Robie of Sadona, Arizona; eight grandchildren, 
Brandy, Camas, Shana, Lindsay, Rod, Levi, Joel, 
and Libby; and 12 great-grandchildren; four nieces; 
and two nephews.  
 
Arlee was preceded in death by her parents, Royal 
and Lucille; brother  Dennis; sister Barbara; 
husband Lyle; husband Derral; daughter Susan; 
and granddaughter Danielle. 
 
A graveside memorial service will be held at the 
Mountain View Cemetery, Fairfield, Idaho, July 18, 
2020 at 2:00 pm. 
 
In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to the 
Camas County Senior Center. Condolences, 
memories and photos can be shared with the family 
by following the obituary link at 
www.demarayfuneralservice.com. ❦ 
 

A 

A 



 

We Survived a Big Weekend on the Snow and Ice! F  Free subscription!  editor@theweeklybeaver.com Or www.theweeklybeaver.com!

Reprinted! With Permission! From IdahoSports.com!!!!  

 
High-drama graphic courtesy of IdahoSports.com! 

Comfort Zone! How Trey Smith Put Fairfield on the Map! 
Trey Smith will become the first male athlete from Camas County High School to sign 
a letter of intent to play college basketball! 
 
By Will Hoenike  
 

 Big Backpack! When it came time to prepare 
for Trey Smith’s first-ever day of school, his 
mother had a specific task. “I had to get him 
a backpack that was big enough to fit his 

basketball,” Candice Smith said with a laugh. 
“Because he had to take his basketball to school.” 
 
The Final Season 
 

Smith is in his final season at Camas County High 
School in Fairfield, as the Mushers prepare to make 
a run toward the 1A Division-II state tournament 
in March. But for Smith, who earned first-team All-
State honors as a junior, it’s a story that started 
early and usually included a basketball. 
 
“Basketball has been my favorite sport forever,” 
Smith said. “I used to go to my dad’s open gym and 
watch him play.” 
 
Even before those early dribbling days, he received 
a basketball hoop for his first birthday. The ball sat 

on his bed with him at night while he slept. He 
watched and he played. And played. And played. 
 

“Now he and his teammates have a 
chance to bring the story full circle 
over the next two months.” 
 
“He always had a basketball in his hands, he was 
constantly dribbling in the kitchen or down the 
hallway,” Candice said. “He always played 
basketball. It was always his go-to, his comfort 
zone.” 
 
Camas County has just 50 students enrolled, so 
students have to play multiple sports to keep their 
teams afloat. They don’t always do it for 
themselves. They do it for their school, their 
friends and their community. 
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In a town like Fairfield, if the basketball players 
didn’t play football, there likely wouldn’t be a 
football team. To that end, Smith was an honorable 
mention All-Conference football player this past 
fall. However, his game is in the gym, not on the 
gridiron.  
 
Last season, the 6-foot-1 guard averaged 19 points 
per game and surpassed 1,000 career points in a 
Musher uniform.  He’s faring even better as a 
senior, averaging nearly 25 points per game for a 
team that is receiving votes in the weekly, state-
wide coaches poll while playing in a conference that 
features two top-five teams in Lighthouse Christian 
and Carey. 
 
College Coaches Are Looking at the Map of 
Idaho – For Fairfield! 
 

The production on the court has led to college 
coaches learning how to find Fairfield on a 
map.  Smith has options and plans to play in 
college. When he makes his decision, he’ll become 
the first male athlete ever from Camas County 
High School to sign a letter of intent to play 
college basketball. 
 
“It’s cool,” Smith said of the attention and college 
opportunities. “I love Fairfield. I feel like it gives a 
lot of kids hope that they could get recruited, too.” 
 
First things first, however. The Mushers have a 
talented team with a chance to qualify for 
the state tournament. The task is tough, 
though, with defending state champion 
Lighthouse Christian, perennial power 
Dietrich, a strong Carey program and good 
teams in Richfield and Murtaugh among the 
squads competing with Camas County for 
two berths out of District 4.  
 
Last spring, Camas County fell in the 
district title game to Lighthouse Christian 
before losing to Carey by three points for 
the district’s second automatic berth.  
 
Then, in a play-in game, the Mushers were 
edged by Rockland by just two points. The 
team was just a couple of bounces away 
from reaching the state tournament for the 
first time in 15 years. Smith was there, 
though, as his dad was an assistant coach for 

the team when the Mushers qualified in 2005. Now 
he and his teammates have a chance to bring the 
story full circle over the next two months. 
 
“It would be awesome to make it to State this year,” 
Smith said. “We haven’t gone to State in basketball 
in a very long time, so it would be very special for 
our town and the team.” 
 
Smith’s imprint on the program isn’t likely to end 
when the final horn sounds. He’s one of just two 
seniors in head coach Jamon Frostenson’s program, 
and his twin younger brothers will be transitioning 
into high school at Camas County next season. 
Smith volunteers with the school’s junior high 
program, helping prepare the next wave of Musher 
stars. 
 
“Because he has been such a huge advocate, he has 
helped create an interest in basketball showing up 
in his peers and trickling downward in the school 
that we haven't had a in a long, long time,” 
Frostenson said. “Community interest has gone up 
and as such the commitment level and buy-in has 
skyrocketed in our youth programs -- especially in 
our junior high. He is really great working with the 
younger kids who idolize him.  Because of which, 
we are going to have very competitive teams for a 
long time to come.” ❦  

http://www.idahosports.com/blogs/blog.aspx?contentid=1508 
 

	
Jeff Ralph photo! 
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Upcoming Musher Games!!  
• Away: Wednesday, January 22, JH Basketball at 

Castleford, Girls 2 p.m., Boys 3 p.m.!  
• Away: Thursday, January 23, HS Girls and Boys 

Basketball at Hansen, Girls 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. and 
Boys 7:30 p.m.  

• Away: Saturday, January 25, JH Tournament, Carey 
• Home: Tuesday, January 28, HS Girls and Boys 

Basketball vs. Lighthouse, Girls 4:30 and 6 p.m., Boys 
7:30 p.m.  

• Home: Thursday, January 30, HS Girls and Boys 
Basketball vs. Richfield, Girls 4:30 p.m. and 6 p.m., 
Boys 7:30 p.m. ❦ 

 

Public Comment Sought!!!!!  
Overnight Stays at Chimney Creek???  

What do you think about allowing overnight 
parking at the Chimney Creek snowmobile access 
parking lot?? Pro? Con? Let’er rip on January 27! 
The Board of County Commissioners will take 

public comment on possibly opening the popular trail 
access parking lot for overnighters. Pro? Con? The 
commissioners’ eager ears will be tuned in at 10 a.m., 
January 27, at the scheduled meeting of the Board in the 
Commissioner room at the County Annex Building! ❦ 
 

 
The new shot clock in action! And a victory over the Community School 
Cutthroats Tuesday! 

 

Senior Center Pie Auction!!!!  
Pie and Dessert Auction! Senior Center! 
February 8! Breakfast will also be held that day 
and the auction will start at 9 a.m.! We are in 

need of donated baked goods! Contact the Site Manager 
or Linda 208-764-2226! Pie!! Π! ❦ 
 

 
 

 

 
The City of Fairfield hosted a skating party Saturday! Chili! Cocoa! Cookies! John Pine Photo! ❦  

?  
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Senior Center Calendar for the upcoming week! Is it Spring Yet??????? 
Lunch Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday!  

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Camas County Senior and Community 
Center -- 129 West Willow Avenue, 

Fairfield 

January 22 
Enchilada! Beans 

and Rice! 
  

January 23 
Art Class 10 a.m. 

 

January 24 
Roast Beef! 

Mashed Potatoes! 

 

January 27 
 

January 28 
Pizza! Salad Bar! 

January 29 
Ham, Creamed 
Peas with Spuds! 

Lunch Prices: Ages 60+, suggested donation of $5!  
Ages 10-59, $6!  Ages 6-10, $2! Ages 0-5, Free! 

	
	
 
 

Backcountry Avalanche Forecast – Soldier k Wood River mountains 
Today’s hazard summary provided by the Sawtooth Avalanche Center! 

 
 

The whole report is available on the Sawtooth Avalanche Center website! Updated daily!  ❦  


