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Special Mystery Woman Issue! n August 12, A.D. 2015: The Tooth, the Whole Tooth, and Nothing But the Tooth!!! 
 

  

 

Portrait of a (Mystery) Lady – 1889! Is this great-aunt Aggie? 
An ornate antique frame holding the Fairfield American Legion Auxiliary charter from 1929 was taken apart for 
an update recently, and contained, as part of the frame backing, a tantalizing secret from Victorian times: a pure-
carbon photographic print made in 1889 of a young woman in her 20s or 30s. Anyone have any ideas who she 
might be? Mystery Woman Enthusiasts: Please see the story on Page 3! 
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True Job Announcement! 
 
 

E Caregiver Needed 
Honest, dependable individual to prepare meals and some light 
housekeeping for a Fairfield resident. Meals are at 10:30 a.m. 
and 6:30 p.m. Takes about 1 to 1 1/2 hours per trip. Weekday 
and some weekend shifts available. Morning shift would be 
great for a parent with school-age children. Pay DOE. Call 
Susie @ 481-0743. ❦  
 

Senior Center! Munch 
Schedule! 
Breakfast Monday through Friday 7 a.m. to 11 a.m.! 
Lunches TW&F! Wednesday it’s Beef Stroganoff! 
Gesundheit! (Get it? “Stroganoff” sounds like a sneeze! 
Get it? Get it?) Friday: Pork Roast! Chewin’ music by 
Mic Terra! Next Tuesday: Sweet and Sour Pork! (Make 
up your mind, pork!) Next Wednesday? Ham and beans 
with cornbread! ❦ 
 

CSI Northside Center! 
Fall credit courses start August 24! 
CSI can help with applying for admission, applying for 
financial aid, registering for classes and more. Don’t 
miss important deadlines—call pronto for assistance! 
The courses listed below are offered through the North 
Side Center, just south of us in Gooding, this fall. 
• Ceramics 1, Ceramics 2 and Studio Ceramics 
• Environmental Science 
• Introduction to Business 
• Fundamentals of Oral Communications 
• Principles of Microeconomics 
• Basic English and Writing 
• English Composition 
• Personal Finance 
• Western Civilization 1  
• Health and Wellness 
• Introduction to Humanities  
• Mathematics for College Readiness  
• Algebra for College Readiness  
• Math in Modern Society  
• College Algebra 
• Survey of Astronomy  
• Introduction to Sociology 
• College Study Methods 

Info: For more information, go to 
www.csi.edu/northside, or contact us by calling 934-
8678 or e-mailing us at northsidecenter@csi.edu. 

Hüge Country Music Event! 
Good for Cama$ Busine$$!! 
Sure, the action was in Elmore County a couple of weeks 
ago, over to the west by Castle Rock Road. Still, Camas 
County got a piece of the commercial action just by 
being the nearest outpost of reputed civilization for 
something like 15,000 country music fans who camped 
out, dined, drank, chewed stuff from little cans, and 
danced for three days in Faulkner’s big pasture, turning 
the erstwhile placid spot into, for a bright shining 
moment, one of the biggest cities in Southern Idaho. 
 
When plans for the colossal hüge-hat event were 
revealed earlier this year, the dates conflicted with the 
traditional date span for the Camas County Fair, the 
first weekend in August. Camas fair organizers, 
recognizing that a big-name country music concert is an 
immense natural phenomenon with tidal forces capable 
of affecting everything in the vicinity and beyond, 
gracefully rescheduled our Fair to last weekend. 
 
For the big weekend of the country music festival, it was 
definitely business as more than usual at two Fairfield 
businesses on the highway, the Camas Creek Country 
Store and the Wrangler. CCCS boss Barbara McMurdo 
reported that the general store and gas station action to 
weeks ago added up to one of the commercially hottest 
weekends of the year, with eager patrons lined up at the 
checkstands, the fuel pumps, and the plastic outhouses 
rented to supplement the built-in plumbing at the 
busiest place in town. The joint Wrangler/CCCS 
parking lot even provided a salutary haze of dust that 
helped to inoculate the passing country music fans from 
the epic dust that awaited them down the road at the 
Festival, possibly preventing a gruesome epidemic of 
Country Music Festival Lung. A narrow escape!  
 
So much for the intake end of the country music 
industrial system. At the exhaust end, Camas County’s 
Timberline Trash reported brisk, all-hands-behind-the-
wheels work all weekend extracting country music 
detritus from the site and shuttling it to the transfer 
station south of Fairfield for safe and sane disposal!  
 
Other local festival beneficiaries included the Fairfield 
Volunteer Fire Department, which staffed a breakfast 
concession to raise funds, and the Camas Musher 
Athletic Booster Club, which sold tickets for a piece of 
the ticket action and passes for club participants. 
 
Festival organizers, according to The Idaho Statesman, 
were pleased with the concert and said that plans for 
2016 including appearances by country music acts even 
more hüge than this year’s! That’s right: even more hüge! 
Organizers stressed that 2016 plans include space-age 
measures for dust control! ❦ 
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A Posh Victorian Portrait! A Mystery  Camas Lady? An 1889 
portrait stashed in a fancy frame in 1927? Reporting by Lorena Heath and Marshall Ralph 

 
ne day not long ago, members of the 
American Legion Auxiliary Chapter 
(Elmer Miller Post, of Fairfield) 

decided to do some work on the chapter’s 
elegantly ceremonial charter document issued 
by the national Legion Auxiliary organization 
in 1927, nearly 90 years ago. The auxiliary 
members cracked the back off the ornate gilt 
frame – fancy carved wood or papier-mâché – 
and found a highly attractive surprise 
sandwiched in the backing behind the plus-
sized certificate.  

 
The portrait, lying on top of the frame where it resided, hidden, since 1927. 

The surprise was a big, lustrous and almost 
shockingly vivid portrait – deep and non-
granular black pigment on art cardboard – of a 
clear-eyed young woman in fancy clothes, a 
noncommittal expression just south of a smile, 
and a springy Victorian hairdo we can without 
exaggeration describe as nuclear-powered, 
with highlights still chisel-edged and 
captivating after 126 years! So we have to ask: 
who is this formidable lady? Do you claim her? 
Your great-great-grandmother, maybe? Your 
great-auntie way, way removed? 

No  DirectClues, Sadly! 
he portrait itself holds few clues about 
who she might be. The only notes on 
the back are “1889” penciled in florid 

cursive, and in the same hand, the words “Full 

Carbon.” It seems likely that this writing is 
that of some hard-working studio assistant 
who did the printing of the portrait using full 
carbon pigment – pure lampblack – in the 
then new-fangled pure carbon process of 
making high-fidelity prints from glass 
photographic negatives.  

The pure carbon process was highly prized for 
ambitious portraits and art prints in its heyday 
(1870-1910 or so, according to the Getty 
Museum) because it was reckoned to be 
permanent and durable, compared to rival 
dye-based printing technologies. It also 
allowed, unlike dyes, the bottomless and 
dense saturation of pigment, without 
gradations, that we see in the Mystery Lady 
portrait.  

Mere Speculation! 
aybe the Mystery Lady picture was 
the original or at least an earlier 
inhabitant of the frame which was, as 

early as 1927, converted to display the 
Auxiliary Charter? Did one of the charter 
members of the Camas chapter just grab a 
nice-looking frame she had handy, with a 
portrait of some nearly forgotten relative in it, 
and moved our mystery lady to a possibly 
temporary position behind the impressive new 
charter certificate?  Maybe? 

It seems likely that the portrait was 
expensively photographed and printed in a 
city, since pure carbon, in 1889, was a fussy 
and demanding technology that had only 
recently become commercially supported by 
photographic suppliers and makers of carbon-
arc enlarger contraptions. So was the portrait 
done in St. Louis? Boston? Chicago? Denver?  

In distance and time, our mystery lady has 
come a long way. Now, is she finally home? ❧  

O 

T 

M 



 

Rest up! School starts pretty quick, you bet! F  Free VIP subscriptions to The Weekly Beaver are available via Email! The.weekly.beaver@gmail.com!  

Were you there? At the Fair? Seeing = Believing!!!! 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Believe it! Photographer Jeff Ralph 
was there! At left, the new kids’ 
train with engineer Deanna 
Hoskinson at the wheel! Yes, there 
was bull riding downtown 
Saturday night, followed by a 
street dance with music from Hat 
Trick! The Musher cheerleader 
squad cheered their way through 
the parade, and bull riders defied 
both common sense and the pull of 
gravity! Unbelievable! But true! ❧ 
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Musher cheerleaders! + gravity reversal at the Fair!  
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